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Is it unanimously accepted that Rachel and Leah were twin sisters, and that

Bilhah and Zilpah were half sisters? ............ccccoviiiiiiiiiicccce 1
How old were Bilha and Zilpah at this time? ..............cocooniiini 2
How old were Rachel and Leah when they married Ya'akov?..........ccccccceiinunnnene. 4

If Ya’akov was eager to have children as of age seventy-seven, why did he offer
to first work for seven years for Rachel and marry only thereafter? Should he not
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Why did Yaakov agree to work for another seven years for Rachel if he already
tulfilled this pledge? ..o 11

Is it unanimously accepted that Rachel and Leah were twin sisters,
and that Bilhah and Zilpah were half sisters?

Most opinions state that Rachel and Leah were twin sisters,! though it does not
say so in the Torah explicitly. There are those who disagree, and even some who
suggest that perhaps they were only half-sisters who didn’t share a mother.2
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Similarly, most agree that Bilhah and Zilpah were half sisters to Rachel and Leah,
born from a relationship between Lavan and a concubine.’> One opinion states
that their father was not Lavan but a man named Achoty, who was the brother of
Rivkah’s nanny Devorah. After redeeming Achoty from captivity, Lavan wed

him to his maidservant Chava. Their children were Bilhah and Zilpah.*

How old were Bilha and Zilpah at this time?
The commentators do not discuss the exact age of Bilhah and Zilpah, though

most commentators declare Zilpah the youngest of the four matriarchs.’

However, one commentator holds that Zilpah was older then Bilhah.®
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